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Abbreviations 
 
TA Trans-national Access 
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ADC Analog-to-Digital converter 
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VSI Voltage Source Inverter 
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MOSFET Metal-oxide-semiconductor Field-effect transistor 
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Vgf Depth of the grid voltage sag 

Smax Maximum apparent power when voltage sags occur 

Snom Nominal apparent power (no voltage sags occur) 

Pmax Maximum instantaneous active power during voltage sags 

MPP Maximum Power Point 

DSOGI-FLL Dual Second-Order Generalized Integrator Frequency-Locked Loop 

MSOGI-FLL Multiple Second-Order Generalized Integrators Frequency-Locked Loop 
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Executive Summary 
 
The aim of this proposal is to implement vector control algorithms for grid-connected photovoltaic 
(PV) renewable systems in distorted and faulty utility grids. The algorithms will be tested by using 
the Controller-Hardware-in-the-Loop (CHIL) Simulation technique in which the power subsystem (in-
cluding the PV Generator, the 3-phase inverter, the L filter and the utility grid) will be modelled using 
the software of PLECS RT Box 1, meanwhile the control subsystem will be modelled using SIM-
ULINK blocks. The C-code will be generated using the Model-Based design approach and down-
loaded into a Real Time Digital Simulator (RTDS) for the former, and into a real microcontroller for 
the latter, running both in real time. The microcontroller will embed the control algorithms for its 
validation and the use of its peripherals will increase the reliability of the obtained results because 
the second order effects such as the quantization error of the ADCs, the computational and PWM 
delays, the dead time of the power switches of the inverter, the real utility grid with its output imped-
ance, etc., will be considered, and what is more important, the same microcontroller (with the same 
hardware resources) could be used in a future real photovoltaic system with minor changes. 
 
Firstly, the behaviour of the grid-connected PV system under harmonic distortions of the 3-phase 
utility grid voltages will be tested in order to find out its influence in the Power Quality of the inverter 
grid connection. Secondly, the effect of the unbalanced in the 3-phase utility grid voltages will also 
be investigated, mainly its effect on the second order harmonics in the dc bus voltage and in the 
detected fundamental frequency. Third, the effect of several sags in the 3-phase grid voltages will 
be investigated, as well as the Low-Voltage-Ride-Through (LVRT) capability of the control algo-
rithms. Finally, the influence of the variation of the fundamental nominal frequency will also be stud-
ied. 
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1 General Information of the User Project 
 
The main objective in this proposal is the implementation of the vector control algorithms to a PV 
grid-connected 3-phase Voltage Source Inverter (VSI).  The VSI will be used as the power condi-
tioner for the primary PV renewable energy source connected to the low-voltage 3-phase utility grid 
with disturbances. The block diagram of the proposal is depicted in the next Figure. 
 

 
 

Figure 1: Block diagram of the Power and Control Subsystems for a 3-phase grid-connected system. 
 
For grid-connected PV systems, the purpose is to control the power flow between PV modules and 
the utility grid with unity power factor and high power quality. The strong 3-phase utility grid behaves 
as sinusoidal voltage sources in series with highly inductive impedances and a current source vector 
control mode can be exerted. It is necessary that the PV system guarantees the maximum efficiency 
by controlling the power factor of the inverter-grid connection, making use of the reactive power 
theory which allows the control of the instantaneous active and reactive powers in decoupled d-q 
axes. 
 
As can be seen in Figure 1, the Control Subsystem is fed by several sensed signals coming from 
the Power Subsystem and is the responsible of keeping the desired output even when perturbations 
occur at the input and output variables. Its main modules are the Synchronization Algorithm and 
Fault Detector for attaining a controllable power factor in the connection, the generation of a Fault 
Signal and the calculation of the non-MPPT when faults occur; the MPPT (or  non-MPP or PPfault) 
algorithm in order to compute the needed DC bus voltage command (V*

DC) for extracting the maxi-
mum available power of the PV generator for a specific irradiance and temperature (or the non max-
imum power when fault occurs); the innermost CURRENT CONTROLLER loop, and the outermost 
VOLTAGE CONTROLLER loop. 
 
The outermost loop regulator compares the DC voltage in the Link capacitor (VDC) with the reference 
which comes from the block that executes the MPPT and non-MMPT algorithm and the error feeds 
a PI regulator. The output of this regulator is the active power reference command (P*), meanwhile 
the Q SELECTOR block selects the reactive power reference command (Q*) for fault and no-fault 
operation. Both P* and Q* are responsible of the generation of the α-β current reference commands 
for the innermost control loop. This loop not only uses two Proportional Resonant (PR) controllers in 
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αβ axes to regulate the α-β components of the 3-phase line currents, but also several resonant 
controllers to compensate the low order harmonic perturbation of the utility grid voltages. The output 
of the current regulator feeds the PWM block in order to generate the switching signals for the 3-
phase VSI. 
 
It must be pointed out that when a short duration fault occur, the updated international Grid Codes 
impose to the PV system not to disconnect from the utility grid, but instead it must inject a certain 
amount of reactive power and, in some cases, active power, together with a limitation in the ampli-
tude of the line currents sets to its nominal value. This is known as Low-Voltage-Ride-Through 
(LVRT) capability and will be implemented as well. 
 
In this work, the objective will be fulfilled with the use of the Controller-Hardware-in-the-Loop 
(CHIL) Simulation technique: the PV modules, the 3-phase inverter, the L filter and the 3-phase 
low-voltage utility grid will be modelled and run in real time, whereas a real microcontroller will embed 
the control algorithms for its validation. Although an experimental platform can be built for an only 
one renewable source, the approach of this Project avoids the increase of the overall cost when 
several renewable sources are scaled in order to build a Distributed Generation (DG) system. Then, 
after the validation of the tests carried out in the CHIL setup for one PV renewable source, other 
renewable sources such as critical loads, storage elements, wind turbines, etc. can be easily added 
in order to test the interaction between them, the perturbation on the voltage and frequency profile 
of the public utility grid, but at the same time the safety of the whole system and operators will be 
guaranteed. 
 
The TA infrastructure must have two hardware units and instrumentation tools with recording facil-
ities. One of the units will be used as the Real Time Digital Simulator (RTDS) for the Power subsys-
tem, meanwhile the second unit will be used as the controller board for the Control subsystem. Both 
units could be programmed using MATLAB/SIMULINK [1] or another Very High Level (VHL) simula-
tion tool (called Model-based Design) and run in real time, meanwhile several measurements to the 
output signals of the corresponding voltage, current and power of the model, among others, will be 
firstly displayed in an oscilloscope for monitoring purposes, and secondly recorded for further eval-
uation. OPAL-RT and Typhoon HIL are the world leader companies in the development of real time 
digital simulation and HIL electronic systems. 
 
Number of tests to be carried out (see Figure 2): 
 

1. A real-time digital simulation of a grid-connected PV system with a distorted and unbal-
anced 3-phase low-voltage utility grid will be carried out in order to get familiar with the VHL 
simulation tool and one of the hardware units employed. In this case, some measurements 
with the oscilloscope will validate the test. 

2. The CHIL technique is implemented, using two hardware units and test 1 is repeated for a 
distorted utility grid. In this case, the use of a real controller (i.e. OPAL-RT) working as a Rapid 
Control Prototyping (RCP) scheme and its peripherals will increase the reliability of the ob-
tained results because all the second order effects such as the quantization error of the ADCs, 
the computational and PWM delays, the dead time of the power switches of the inverter, the 
real networks with its output impedance, etc. will be considered. The influence of the control 
algorithm in the mitigation of the harmonic contamination of the 3-phase utility grid currents 
and so, the increase of the Power Quality of the inverter-grid connection, will be investigated. 

3. The same as test 2, but for unbalanced 3-phase low-voltages. The influence of the control 
algorithm on the second order harmonics in the DC bus voltage and in the detected funda-
mental frequency will be investigated. 

4. The same as test 2, but several voltage sags are imposed to the utility grid and the LVRT 
capability will be tested. 
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5. The same as test 2 when the fundamental nominal frequency varies. In this case, the reliability 
of the control algorithm will be tested. 

 

 
 

Figure 2: Block diagram of the proposed CHIL Simulation test setup. 
 
Considering that if the RTDS and the RCP are of the same company, no restrictions should be 
attained regarding the electrical characteristics for interfacing the output/input signals, and a plug & 
play behaviour could be expected. On the contrary, for different manufacturers (i.e. OPAL-RT, Ty-
phoon, etc.), special care must be observed in the connection of both electronic units, and eventually 
an electronic interface circuit would be designed. 
 
It is worth noting the absence of power interchange in the proposal, making the test setup a safe 
environment not only for the electronic boards, but also for actual and future users without losing the 
physical meaning of the attained results if very accurate models of the power subsystem are used. 
The robustness and realistic of the proposal is ensured by the fact of several papers published by 
the authors in the same field of research, mainly with a RTDS setup, but extensible to CHIL Simula-
tion. Regarding the latter, several tests have been done by the authors as a result of a 36 months-
duration National Research Project in Spain, although an average model for the 3-phase inverter 
was used due to a limitation in the hardware resources of the RTDS board employed. 
 
Finally, we think that the time consuming for getting familiar with OPAL-RT, Typhoon, or any other 
tool and their VHL Simulation tool environment is certainly unknown, as well as for the debugging of 
the control algorithms, making the fulfilment of the project objectives a little risky. However, the au-
thors have experienced in the Model-based Design technique with similar environments (DSPACE 
and SIMULINK) and with the development of several enhanced control algorithms for grid-connected 
inverters, which makes this uncertainty affordable. 
 
It is intended to develop and test new algorithms for vector control of Voltage Source Inverters (VSI) 
used in the control of a PV renewable system connected to the perturbed low-voltage 3-phase utility 
grid. The Model-based design will be used to develop the control algorithms starting from models in 
SIMULINK (or another dynamic simulation tool), generating C-code automatically and download 
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them into the controller; the same idea can be applied to the models of the power subsystem that 
will be run in the Real Time Digital Simulator. Although it is not possible to debug the control algo-
rithms in a real situation due to the public nature of the utility grid, they will be debugged and tested 
in a distorted, unbalanced and faulty utility grid with the use of the CHIL Simulation technique, yield-
ing an innovative and cheap approach to impose several tests in order to explore its behaviour to 
the several perturbations and faults in the utility grid voltages, but at the same time avoiding the 
power interchange in the test setup which contributes to a safer environment for the electronic cir-
cuits and users, avoiding possible failures during the debugging process. 
 
On the other hand, once the control algorithms are validated in the test setup, the authors believe 
that the same algorithms could be implemented in a real microcontroller, in an FPGA device, or even 
in an ASIC (customizing the design) in order to test them in a real power installation with minor 
changes, for its final validation. Moreover, several PV systems (with different nominal rated power) 
can be scaled in order to arrange several Distributed Energy Resources (DER) for a Distributed 
Generation (DG) scenario, although a fast communication system must be implemented if a MAS-
TER-SLAVE configuration is set. The latter will facilitate definitely the integration of renewable en-
ergy systems into the European electrical system. 
 
The impact of the results of this work will contribute to the increased use of more and more renewable 
energy sources in the EU, to reduce the fossil fuels dependency, and to promote a low carbon econ-
omy, as well as to the sustainable growth in the economy. In addition, it will contribute to decrease 
the total emissions of polluting gases in order to reduce its negative impact on the environment and 
then, agree to European legislations, making possible the sustainable growth in a near future. More-
over, some standards and technical specifications (i.e. harmonics fault regulations) for products, 
process, etc. could be attained in order to ensure interoperability and safety between European 
companies, and what is more important, these aspects could improve the competitiveness of Euro-
pean industries in a globalized world. 
 
European people will understand firstly some negative impacts of human activities on the environ-
ment, and secondly that the ways towards its long-term mitigation will deal with the Research and 
Innovation activities. It will be mandatory the implementation of roadmaps indicating the steps to be 
followed in order to make our planet a safer place to live, with a green economy, and less risks to 
human health. In addition, the assumption of a less risky green economy implies that new jobs might 
necessarily be created so as to be able to deal with new scientific and technologic paradigms, which 
would also contribute to the decrement of the unemployment. 
 
The results of the research and innovation activities will be available for all the European citizens, 
no matter what countries they are from, what religion they profess or what race they have. So, in the 
global values of freedom and democracy, the equality among them will be reinforced, and a safer 
place to live healthy will be a fact. This aspects will contribute to the integration and cohesion among 
all the European people. 
 
The European energy union will contribute to a climate-friendly energy and to a low-carbon, secure 
and competitive economy. Energy will flow freely across national borders. 
 
In short, we think that the proposed work will facilitate definitely the integration of PV renewable 
energy systems into the European electrical system. 
 
The following research projects are involved in the design of the control algorithms for grid-connected 
converters. So there are a high synergy with the actual ERIGrid proposal in the approach, scope and 
objectives. 
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1. Title: OPTIMIZACION DEL DISEÑO Y CONTROL DE CONVERTIDORES AC/DC PARA LAS 
NUEVAS PLANTAS SOLARES DE 1500V CON CONEXION A LA RED ELECTRICA (Op-
timization of the design and control of AC/DC converters for new 1500V grid-connected 
Solar Plants) 
Funded: Ministerio de Economía, Industria y Competitividad, Spain (http://www.mi-
neco.gob.es/ ) 
Reference: DPI2017-88505-C2-2-R 
Entity: Escuela Técnica Superior, Universidad de Alcalá, Spain 
Main Researcher: Santiago Cóbreces Álvarez 
 

2. Title: CONTROL Y GESTIÓN DE NANORREDES AISLABLES: ESTRATEGIAS DE CONTROL 
PARA NANORREDES AISLABLES (Control and management of nanogrids with standa-
lone mode capability: Control Strategies for nanogrids with standalone mode capability) 
Funded: Ministerio de Economía, Industria y Competitividad, Spain (http://www.mi-
neco.gob.es/ ) 
Reference: TEC2016-77632-C3-1-R 
Entities: Universidad de Cádiz; Universidad de Córdoba; Universidad de Extremadura, 
Spain 
Main Researcher: Eva González Romera 

 
 

2 Research Motivation 
 
The setup scheme used in this project embed the control algorithms in a real microcontroller for its 
validation. So, the use of its peripherals will increase the reliability of the obtained results because 
all the second order effects such as the quantization error of the ADCs, the computational and PWM 
delays, the dead time of the power switches of the inverter, the real utility grid with its output imped-
ance, etc., will be considered, and what is more important, the same real controller (with the same 
hardware resources) could be used in a future real PV system with minor changes. 
 
Although the experimental platform was built for an only one renewable source, the approach of this 
Project can be extrapolated when several renewable sources are scaled in order to build a Distrib-
uted Generation (DG) system. So, after the validation of the tests carried out in the CHIL setup for 
one PV renewable source, other renewable sources such as critical loads, storage elements, wind 
turbines, etc. can be easily added in order to test the interaction between them, the perturbation on 
the voltage and frequency profile of the public utility grid, but at the same time the safety of the whole 
system and operators might be guaranteed. 
 
Finally, it is worth noting that a more powerful RTDS with more hardware resources and smaller 
sample times, i.e. using FPGA devices, must be employed if the testing of a DG system is needed. 
 
2.1 Objectives 
 
The main objective in this proposal was the implementation of the vector control algorithms to a PV 
grid-connected 3-phase Voltage Source Inverter (VSI). The VSI will be used as the power conditioner 
for the primary PV renewable energy source connected to the low voltage 3-phase utility grid with 
disturbances. See Figure 1. 
 
 
 
3 State-of-the-Art 
 
The aim of the high penetration of PV Systems into the utility grid nowadays is the mitigation of the 
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greenhouse effect and environment pollution, together with the reduction of fossil fuel, coal and nu-
clear energy dependency, which has led to new paradigms in the control approach for the power 
converter. In general, the incoming power injected into the grid by the grid-connected PV systems 
will perturb the voltage and frequency profile of the public utility grid, decreasing the power quality 
and making the grid stability a challenging task unless an enhanced control strategy were used. 
 
In most cases, the power converter will be a Voltage Source Inverter (VSI) that will transform the DC 
nature of the input power to the AC nature of the output one, according to its design and load spec-
ifications. For grid-connected PV systems, the purpose is to control the power flow between the PV 
Generator and the utility grid, as well as the power factor of the inverter-grid connection with high 
power quality; the power flow is achieved with a voltage controller allowing the proper DC bus voltage 
in a link capacitor according to the maximum power point of the PV panels in normal operation 
mode [2], meanwhile the power factor is controlled with a current controller that must also compen-
sate the harmonic contamination of the utility grid voltages [2-4]. Moreover when short-duration faults 
occur in the grid voltages, the inverter must not be disconnected from the grid and, according to the 
Grid Code, an ancillary service known as Low-Voltage-Ride-Through (LVRT) capability [5,6] must 
be ensured to inject a certain amount of reactive power to improve the voltage profile during the fault, 
but not exceeding the nominal value of the 3-phase currents in order to protect the inverter from 
overcurrent failure. 
 
Several strategies can be employed for the vector control of the 3-phase line currents of the inverter. 
Among them, d-q control with PI regulators, hysteresis control, deadbeat control and, more recently, 
proportional-resonant (PR) controllers in α-β axes are the most widely used [3]. The current vector 
control must guarantee the highest power quality, together with a controllable power factor of the 
inverter-grid connection. 
 
When the d-q control strategy is used, it will appear the second harmonics 2ω in the instantaneous 
active (P) and reactive (Q) powers when unbalanced faults occur because the negative- sequence 
of the 3-phase utility grid voltages are not used in the calculation of the current references i*dq, alt-
hough the 3-phase line currents will be completed balanced and limited in its amplitude to deal with 
the Grid Code requirements (see Figure 3). On the contrary, if the PR controllers in α-β axes are 
applied, a Current References Generator could cancel the second order harmonics of P and/or Q 
because in this case the negative- sequence of the 3-phase utility grid voltages are used to compute 
the current references i*αβ (see Figure 4), although the 3-phase line currents might be unbalanced or 
balanced sinusoidal or distorted according to the strategy used [6,7]. In both cases the output of the 
current regulator feeds the PWM block through the inverse Park (dq→abc) and Clarke (αβ→abc) 
transformations, respectively, in order to generate the switching signals for the power-switches of 
the 3-phase VSI. 
 
As said before, in normal operation the maximum available power in the PV modules must be 
injected into the utility grid. For this, an algorithm capable of obtaining the maximum power at a given 
irradiance and temperature is needed, known as Maximum Power Point Tracking (MPPT) algorithm. 
On the contrary, in fault operation mode, the LVRT capability is activated to improve the grid volt-
age profile during the fault. 
 
 



ERIGrid GA No: 654113 01/11/2015 

TA User Project: 04.003-2018 Revision / Status: released 12 of 63 

 
 

Figure 3: Block diagram of a grid-connected PV Generator using the dq control strategy with PI regulators for 
the 3-phase line currents and with LVRT capability. 

 
 
 

 
 

Figure 4: Block diagram of a grid-connected PV Generator using the PR controller for the 3-phase line currents 
and with LVRT capability. 

 
According to the previous Figure, the outputs of the Current References Generator block are: 
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and the oscillating component of the instantaneous active power (P) at 2ω (ω is fundamental nominal 
frequency) is drastically reduced [6]. 
 
On one hand, the utility grid voltage has several disturbances such as harmonic distortions, unbal-
ances, as well as faults. Moreover, the inverter used in the grid-connected renewable sources pro-
duces high frequency ripples due to the switching nature of the electronic device (IGBT or MOSFET), 
which adds some negative effects in the power quality. On the other hand, the connection of renew-
able sources to the utility grid must be properly controlled according to the expected operating con-
ditions of the primary energy source (different values of irradiance and temperature for Photovoltaics, 
variation of wind speed for Wind Power Systems, quantity of energy in the Fuel Cell, etc.) and to the 
utility grid conditions (Unity Power Factor operation, synchronization, islanding protections, etc.). So, 
simulation tools have been commonly used in the last years to validate the control algorithms and 
deal with this situation, although less fidelity will be achieved because the modelling of the second 
order effects such as the quantization error of the ADCs, the computational and PWM delays, the 
dead time of the power switches of the inverter, the real networks with its output impedance, etc., 
are not always affordable. 
 
For both modes of operation, experimental results can be successfully achieved in real platforms for 
one renewable primary source, where new vector control algorithms have been designed focusing 
on improving the performance of the connection of the primary renewable energy source to the low-
voltage 3-phase utility grid. However, the debugging and validation of these algorithms are difficult 
to be carried out in a real scenario with distributed generation (DG) where a high penetration of 
several renewable source systems is a fact, due to the increase of the overall cost of the installation 
together with the impediment of exerting control tests to evaluate its behaviour, the interaction of 
them and its influence on the voltage and frequency profile of the public utility grid. 
 
To overcome these drawbacks, the (Power) Controller-Hardware-in-the-Loop Simulation tech-
nique is a novel approach nowadays. The power subsystem (including the 3-phase inverter) is mod-
elled in a Real Time Digital Simulator (RTDS), whereas the control algorithms are embedded in a 
real controller that will be fed by the output signals coming from the RTDS (sometimes an electronic 
interface is needed), both run in real time for the behaviour validation [8,9]. The use of a real con-
troller and its peripherals will increase the reliability of the obtained results because all the second 
order effects mentioned above will be considered, and what is more important, the same real con-
troller might be used in a future real power system with minimal changes. 
 
Several platforms can be used to build the setup for CHIL, among them, dSPACE [10], OPAL-RT 
Technologies [11], Typhoon HIL [12], etc. Several scenarios arise according to the complexity of the 
plant to be modelled, its hardware resources, the minimum available sample time, its cost, etc. So, 
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the user must study in detail these features in order to make the best choice to build the test setup. 
 
 
4 Executed Tests and Experiments 
 
4.1 Test Plan 
 

Table 1: Proposed tasks of the Project. 

Week Task Time 

1 

A real-time digital simulation of a grid-connected PV system with a 
distorted and unbalanced 3-phase low-voltage utility grid will be carried 
out (one hardware unit working as an RTDS and an oscilloscope are 
needed). 

1.10.2018-
5.10.2018 

2 

The HIL technique is implemented, using two hardware units (one 
hardware unit working as the controller board; a second hardware unit 
working as the RTDS) and task 1 is repeated for a distorted and an un-
balanced utility grid. 

8.10.2018-
12.10.2018 

3 
The same as task 2, but several voltage sags are imposed to the utility 
grid and the LVRT capability will be tested. 

15.10.2018-
19.10.2018 

4 
The same as task 2 when the fundamental nominal frequency varies. 
In this case, the reliability of the control algorithm will be tested. 

22.10.2018-
25.10.2018 

 
All the tests were run using the block diagram of the setup depicted in Figure 6, with PLECS RT Box 
1 [13] for the Power Subsystem and the TMS320F28379D microcontroller [14] for the Control Sub-
system. A photo of the setup is depicted in Figure 5. 
 

 
 

Figure 5: Photo of the setup for the tests carried out using the CHIL Simulation Technique. 
 
The following Tables show the parameters of the Power and Control Subsystems: 
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Table 2: Parameters of the 320W PV module Suntech STP320-24-Ve polycrystalline. 

Parameters Value 

Maximum power Pmp = 320,024W 

Maximum power voltage Vmp = 36,7V 

Maximum power current Imp = 8,72A 

Open circuit voltage Voc = 45,6V 

Short circuit current Isc = 9,07A 

Cell number per module Ncell = 72 

Temperature coefficient of Isc αi = 0,0867/C 

Temperature coefficient of Voc αv = -0,4278/C 

Parallel resistance Rp = 4.240,74 

Series resistance Rs = 0,3437 

Ideally factor of the diode m = 1,1238 

 
 

Table 3: Parameters of the proposed PV array (PV Generator). 

Parameters Value 

Number of the strings Npvst = 72 

Number of the series modules Npvs = 22 

Maximum current Impv = NpvstImp = 627,84A 

Maximum voltage Vmpv = NpvsVmp = 807,4V 

DC output power Pdc = VmpvImpv = 506,91kW 

Open circuit voltage VPV-oc = NpvsVoc = 1.003,2V 

Short circuit current IPV-sc = NpvstIsc = 653,04A 

 
The PV Generator is modelled using a Lookup Table (2-D) for different irradiance values G as shown 
in Table 4: 
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Table 4: Lookup table for the PV Generator built with the 320W PV module Suntech STP320-24-Ve polycrys-
talline 
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Table 5: Parameters of the Power Subsystem. 

Parameters Abbreviations Value 

Maximum DC bus voltage VDC 807,4V 

Maximum DC current IDC 627,84A 

Link Capacitor Clink 65.000μF 

Converter Gain KPWM 
2
3
V∗  

Switching Frequency FPWM 24.416Hz 

Line Inductance L 0,15mH 

AC system vabc 

- Voltage level: 230V(rms) 

phase-to-neutral 
- Frequency: 50Hz 

 
 

Table 6: Parameters of the Control Subsystem. 

Parameters Abbreviations Value 

Current Crossover frequency 

for open loop Bode (Band-
width) 

f  610,4Hz 

Current Phase Margin PMI 63,5 

Cut-off frequency for the reso-
nant filter 

ωc 1rad/s 

Proportional constant of the 
PR controller 

kp,IαIβ 0,0011 

Integral constant of the PR 
controller 

ki,IαIβ 0,1 

Voltage Crossover frequency 

for open loop Bode (Band-
width) 

f  12,208Hz 

Voltage Phase Margin PMV 63,5 

Proportional constant of the 
DC bus voltage regulator 

kp,Vcc 3.977,5 

Integral constant of the DC 
bus voltage regulator 

ki,Vcc 152.110 

Settling time of the PLL T  20ms 

Damping factor of the PLL  √2
2

 

Proportional constant of the 
PI regulator of the PLL 

kp,PLL √𝟐 

Integral constant of the PI 
regulator of the PLL 

ki,PLL 325,2691 
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Sample period of the Plant T  5,1196μs 

Sample period of the Control 
Subsystem 

T  40,957μs 

 
 
 
4.2 Standards, Procedures, and Methodology 
 
In this project, several Standards are used to deal with the connection of the 3-phase PV system to 
the public utility grid: 
 

1. IEC, “Electromagnetic compatibility (EMC) - Part 2-2: Environment - Compatibility levels for 
low-frequency conducted disturbances and signalling in public low-voltage power supply 
systems”, IEC 61000-2-2, 2002 [3]. This standard specifies the limits for the odd harmonic 
distortions of the low voltage utility grid and is shown in Table 6. 

 

Table 7: Odd harmonic distortions of the low voltage utility grid voltages. 

Harmonic order h Harmonic voltage (%) 

5 6 

7 5 

11 3,5 

13 3 

17 2 

19 1,5 

23 1,5 

25 1,5 

>25 0,2+1,3*25/h 

 
 

2. IEEE, “IEEE Recommended practices and requirements for harmonic control in electrical 
power systems”, IEEE Std. 519-1992, 1993 [4]. This standard specifies the limits for the har-
monic distortions of the grid currents and is shown in Table 7. 
 

Table 8: Harmonic distortions in % for the grid current. 
 

ISC/IL <11 11 n <17 17 n <23 23 n <35 35 n THD (%) 

<20 4,0 2,0 1,5 0,6 0,3 5,0 

20-50 7,0 3,5 2,5 1,0 0,5 8,0 

50-100 10,0 4,5 4,0 1,5 0,7 12,0 

100-1.000 12,0 5,5 5,0 2,0 1,0 15,0 

>1.000 15,0 7,0 6,0 2,5 1,4 20,0 
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3. IEC, “Wind turbine generator systems – Part 21: Measurement and assessment of power 
quality characteristics of grid connected wind turbines”, IEC 61400-21, 2001[5]. This stand-
ard specifies the LVRT requirements as shown in Figure 13 (a). 

Regarding the Methodology, the algorithms were tested by using the Controller-Hardware-in-the-
Loop (CHIL) Simulation technique in which the power subsystem (including the PV Generator, the 
3-phase, the inverter, the L filter and the utility grid) were modelled with PLECS tools, meanwhile the 
control subsystem were modelled using SIMULINK blocks. In both cases the C-codes were gener-
ated using the Model-Based design method and downloaded into the Real Time Digital Simulator 
(RTDS) for the former, and into the real microcontroller for the latter, running both in real time. 
 
 
4.3 Test Set-up(s) 
 
According to the several features described in Topic 3, the setup was built with two hardware units: 
the PLECS RT Box 1 [13] working as the Real Time Digital Simulator (RTDS) for the Power subsys-
tem, and the TMS320F28379D Dual-Core Delfino Microcontroller [14] for the Control subsystem. 
The former is programmed by its own software environment, meanwhile the latter is programmed 
using MATLAB/SIMULINK in a Model-Based design environment using SIMULINK blocks in order 
to model the control algorithms. Both units were run in real time and several measurements of the 
output signals of the corresponding voltages, currents, instantaneous active and reactive powers of 
the model, among others, were displayed and recorded in the host PC for monitoring purposes. The 
block diagram of the implemented set-up is depicted in the next Figure, whereas the interface for the 
analog and digital signals are described in Tables 9 and 10. 
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Figure 6: Block diagram of the implemented CHIL Simulation test setup. 
 
 

The following Tables show the pinning of the Analog and Digital Signals between the PLECS RT 
Box 1 and the TMS320F28379D microcontroller: 
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Table 9: Pinning of the Analog Signals. 
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Table 10: Pinning of the Digital Signals.
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5 Results and Conclusions 
 
The following tests were carried out directly using the CHIL Simulation technique using the setup 
described above. Two Proportional-Resonant (PR) regulators in α-β axes together with the Current 
References Generator block described in Figure 4 were used to cancel the oscillating components 
(2ω harmonics, where ω is the nominal angular frequency) in the instantaneous active (P) and/or 
reactive (Q) powers, or to allow balanced or distorted 3-phase line currents when unbalanced faults 
occur. 
 
 
5.1 Positive Sequence Detector + dq PLL (Synchronous Reference Frame PLL) as the syn-

chronization algorithm 
 
The positive- sequence of the 3-phase system [ua ub uc]T can be expressed as follows [16]: 
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where the operator 1/j (named S90) can be designed with the following transfer function: 
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with unity gain at all frequencies and a phase of -90 at the nominal frequency o. 
 
For the inverter-grid synchronization, the positive sequence of the phase angle θ of the grid voltage 
vector uAC is calculated, and a Positive Sequence Detector (PSD) is added to reject the negative 
sequence of the 3-phase utility grid voltages during unbalances [16,17]. Figure 7 depicts a synchro-
nization scheme using the PSD mentioned above and a PLL for 3-phase systems [18], known as dq 
PLL. The quadrature component v+

q of the 3-phase utility grid voltages is fed to a PI regulator whose 
output reduces the value of v+

q to zero. The output of the PI regulator plus an initial value of the 
angular speed ω  (added to reduce the time to track the phase angle θ and improve the PLL 
stability) is the positive sequence of the angular speed ω+ of the grid voltage uAC. Finally, an integra-
tor computes the phase angle θ+. 
 

 
Figure 7: Block diagram of the PSD+dq PLL. 

 
In 5.1.6 a more detailed explanation of the symmetrical components [19] will be done when the LVRT 
experiments are described. 
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 Experiment 1. Harmonic Distortion in the Utility Grid Voltages and constant IDC and VDC at 
the input of the inverter. 

 
This experiment was carried out to test the setup getting familiar with the simulation environment of 
the PLECS RT Box1, as well as the debugging tools with the Model-based Design approach using 
the SIMULINK blocks to build the models of the control algorithms, compile it, generate its C code 
and download it into the TMS320F28379D microcontroller target.  
 

  
(a) (b) 

 

Figure 8: Time evolution of the grid voltages, grid currents, commutation of the 3-phase upper power 
switches of the inverter, dc bus voltage, instantaneous active (P) and reactive (Q) powers. 

 
As can be seen in the previous Figure, the grid currents in the innermost loop are properly controlled 
and the distortion harmonics in the 3-phase utility grid voltages are almost cancelled, as well as the 
DC bus voltage in the outermost loop. For this experiment, the instantaneous active power (P) is 
around its maximum nominal value of 500kW, meanwhile the instantaneous reactive power (Q) is 
zero for unity power factor operation as Tables 3 and 4 show. The displayed commutation of the 3-
phase upper power switches close the overall control loops and demonstrate the proper behaviour 
of the VSI module. 
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 Experiment 2. Voltage sag of 30% in phase 3 (constant IDC and VDC at the input of the inverter 
and no positive sequence detector is used). 

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 9: Time evolution of the grid voltages, grid currents, commutation, dc bus voltage, instantaneous active 
(P) and reactive (Q) powers. No positive sequence detector (PSD) is used. 

 
In this experiment, the 3-phase grid currents are completed distorted because there is no control 
over the negative- sequence of the 3-phase grid voltages that are feedback into the innermost cur-
rent loop [7], and produces the second order harmonics 2ω throughout the system, i.e. in the DC 
bus voltage and in the instantaneous active power (P). However, the mean values of P and Q are 
500kW and zero, respectively, yielding a unity power factor operation. 
 
 

 Experiment 3. Voltage sag of 30% in phase 3 (constant IDC and VDC at the input of the inverter 
and a positive sequence detector is used). 

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 10: Time evolution of the grid voltages, grid currents, commutation, dc bus voltage, instantaneous active 
(P) and reactive (Q) powers. A positive sequence detector (PSD) is used. 
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In this experiment, the 3-phase currents are not distorted because the detection of the positive- 
sequence of the 3-phase grid voltages avoids the feedback of its negative- sequence into the inner-
most current loop [7]. However, the second order harmonics 2ω also appears in the DC bus voltage, 
the instantaneous active (P) and reactive (Q) powers. Again P and Q have a mean value around 
500kW and zero, respectively for unity power factor operation. 
 
 

 Experiment 4. A perturb & Observe MPPT algorithm is employ with the maximum constant 
irradiance of 1000 W/m2. 

 

 
(a) (b) 

Figure 11: Time evolution of the grid voltages, grid currents, commutation, dc bus voltage, dc current, instan-
taneous active (P) and reactive (Q) powers. 

 
As can be seen in this experiment, the MPPT algorithm computes the DC bus voltage reference 
command for the outermost voltage loop. So, a DC bus voltage and current around 800V and 625A 
are attained, respectively, according to Tables 3 and 4, feeding an instantaneous active (P) and 
reactive (Q) powers of 500kW and zero, respectively. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ERIGrid GA No: 654113 01/11/2015 

TA User Project: 04.003-2018 Revision / Status: released 27 of 63 

 Experiment 5. A perturb & Observe MPPT algorithm is employ with an irradiance step from 
800 to 1000W/m2. 

 

 
Figure 12: Time evolution of the grid voltages, grid currents, commutation, dc bus voltage, dc current, instan-

taneous active (P) power. 
 
In this experiment an irradiance step is exerted around 0.065s in the DC current, keeping constant 
the DC bus voltage. As can be seen, the amplitude of the 3-phase currents increases in order to 
increase the instantaneous active power (P) fed into the utility grid. 
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 Experiment 6. Low-voltage-ride-through tests are shown for different voltage sags (no con-
stant DC bus voltage). 

 
For the implementation of the LVRT capability, the positive- and negative- sequences of the 3-phase 
utility grid voltages must be calculated using the symmetrical components theory. In general, given 
a 3-phase system [ua ub uc]T, the computation of its zero-, positive- and negative- sequences [u0 u+ 
u-]T of phase a is [19]: 
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where a=ej(2/3) 

 

The positive- and negative- sequences of the 3-phase system can be expressed as follows [7]: 
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For the implementation of eq. (5) and (6), the 1/j operator (named S90) can also be design with eq. 
(3). 

 
The implementation of the LVRT capability is carried out in this project using two Proportional-Res-
onant (PR) regulators in α-β axes in order to cancel the oscillating components in the instantaneous 
active power (P) when unbalanced faults occur. It is worth noting that S90 operator of the PNSD is 
tuned to the fundamental nominal frequency and is very sensitive to its variation which decreases 
the power factor of the grid-connected inverter. To avoid the power factor degradation when the 
nominal frequency varies, enhance structures with adaptive filters must be used, i.e. the DSOGI-FLL 
and the MSOGI-FLL [19]. 

 
Figure 13 (a) and (b) depict the LVRT requirements according to IEC 61400-21 [5,15] and the reac-
tive power to be injected into the utility grid according the depth of the voltage sag in Spain [6], 
respectively. One of the steps to be able to implement the LVRT capability is to quickly detect the 
voltage sag through the calculation of the value of Vgf by measuring the 3-phase utility grid voltages, 
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extracting its positive- sequence and normalizing with the amplitude of the 3-phase utility grid line-
to-line voltages (see eq. (7)) [6]. The depth of the voltage sag according to IEC 61400-21 is limited 
to a value of Vgf bellow 0.85 in order to consider that a voltage sag has occurred; the value of the 
maximum apparent power Smax will be calculated using the positive- and negative- sequences of the 
3-phase utility grid voltages and the nominal apparent power Snom, normalizing again with the ampli-
tude of the 3-phase utility grid line-to-line voltages (eq. 8) [6]. 

 

 
(a)  

(b) 
 

Figure 13: (a) LVRT requirements according to IEC 61400-21.  
                 (b) Reactive power to be injected into the grid during voltage sags in Spain. 
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where Vgf is the depth of the voltage sag. 
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where Smax is the maximum apparent power during the voltage sag and the nominal apparent power 
Snom is around 507kW (DC output power of the PV Generator as seen in Table 3). 

 
Figure 14 depicts the flowchart for the implementation of the LVRT capability of the grid-connected 
inverter during voltage sags. 

 
If Vgf ≥ 0.85, no fault is detected and a normal operation is achieved with no instantaneous reactive 
power injected into the grid (Q*= 0 for unity power factor operation) as shown in Figure 13 (b), and 
allowing the application of the maximum power point tracking (MPPT) algorithm. In this case, the 
maximum available power at the input of the PV Generator is delivered to the utility grid for a given 
irradiance and temperature, and the output of the MPPT module is the DC voltage reference com-
mand VDC

* MPP for the outer voltage control loop which corresponds to the maximum instantaneous 
active power (P*) as shown in Figure 15. 
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On the contrary, if Vgf < 0.85, the “Fault Signal” flag is activated. Firstly, the duration of the voltage 
sag is measured and if it is higher than the one specified in Figure 13 (a), the inverter is disconnected 
from the utility grid; if not, the values of Q and Pmax are calculated according to eq. (9) and (10), 
respectively. Finally, a comparison between Pmax and P* is done in order to activate the MPPT or the 
non-MPPT algorithms as shown at the bottom left of Figure 14. For the latter, Pmax is delivered to the 
grid as shown in Figure 15. 
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Figure 15 depicts the PV curve operating with MPPT and non-MPPT algorithms for no fault and 
faulty operations, respectively. It is clear that during the fault the amplitude of the positive- sequence 
of the 3-phase utility grid voltages decreases and the outer DC voltage controller will try to increase 
the amplitude of the output inverter currents so as to be able to do the power balance between the 
PV Generator and the grid for MPP operation. However, due to the current limitation imposed by the 
Grid Code, the non-MPP operation mode is activated assuring the proper balance of power when 
voltage sags occur because the output voltage of the PV Generator will move to the right in the PV 
curve (from (VDC* MPP, P*) to (VDC* non-MPP, Pmax). 
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Figure 14: Flowchart of the LVRT algorithm. 



ERIGrid GA No: 654113 01/11/2015 

TA User Project: 04.003-2018 Revision / Status: released 32 of 63 

 
 

 
 

Figure 15: PV curve for MPP and non-MPP. 
 
In the next Figures, some tests are shown to demonstrate the LVRT capability when different kind 
of voltage sags occur at different irradiances. The time evolution of the DC bus voltage and current 
at the output of the PV Generator, the 3-phase grid voltages and currents at the grid side, and the 
instantaneous active (P) and reactive (Q) powers delivered to the utility grid are shown in (a), mean-
while the same variables are depicted during the voltage sags in (b). 
 
In all the tests, the maximum power point (MPP) of the PV Generator is tracked when there is no 
voltage sags and the VDC

*MPP DC bus voltage command is applied to the control algorithm to do 
the power balanced, whereas a zero reactive power operation is attained. However, there is an in-
crement in the DC bus voltage during the voltage sag because the limitation in the amplitude of the 
line currents to its nominal value (imposed by the Grid Code) decreases the instantaneous active 
power (P) delivered to the utility grid and a VDC

*non-MPP DC bus voltage command is set in this 
situation (see Figure 15); at the same time some reactive power (Q) is needed according to eq. (9) 
in order to improve the profile of the utility grid voltages during the sags. 
 
According to the depth of the voltage sag and whether it is a 3-phase or 1-phase event, different 
behaviour is expected in the controlled variables according the flowchart described in Figure 14. For 
example, on one hand a 3-phase deep balanced voltage sag (0.1(pu)), G=1000W/m2, appears in 
Figure 16 and so, a certain amount of reactive power and zero active power are delivered to the 
utility grid, with balanced sinusoidal 3-phase grid currents, as can be seen in (b). On the other hand, 
a moderate voltage sag in phase 3 (0.5(pu)), G=1000W/m2, appears in Figure 22 and then some 
instantaneous active and reactive powers are delivered to the utility grid. P is almost a constant value 
different from zero, meanwhile Q has an oscillation with the second harmonics 2ω (with almost zero 
mean value), as well as the DC voltage and current; however the 3-phase grid currents are 
unbalanced sinusoidal (not distorted) as can be seen in (b). 
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(a) 

 
(b) 

 

Figure 16: 3-phase deep voltage sag (0.1 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
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(a) 

 
(b) 

 

Figure 17: 3-phase deep voltage sag (0.1 (pu)), G=500W/m2. 
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(a) 

 
(b) 

 

Figure 18: 3-phase deep voltage sag (0.3 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
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(a) 

 
(b) 

 

Figure 19: 3-phase deep voltage sag (0.3 (pu)), G=500W/m2. 
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(a) 

 
(b) 

 

Figure 20: Deep voltage sag in phase 3 (0.1 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
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(a) 

 
(b) 

 

Figure 21: Deep voltage sag in phase 3 (0.1 (pu)), G=750W/m2. 
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(a) 

 
(b) 

 

Figure 22: Moderate voltage sag in phase 3 (0.5 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
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 Experiment 7. Low-voltage-ride-through tests are shown for different voltage sags (con-
stant DC bus voltage). 

 
Following, some tests are carried out if a two-stage system were used (a DC/DC boost converter 
is placed between the PV Generator and the 3-phase inverter). In this case, the DC bus voltage at 
the input of the inverter can be kept constant, whereas the current control of the DC/DC boost con-
verter will do the power balance between the PV Generator and the utility grid. It must be pointed 
out that the simulation of the DC/DC boost converter is out of the scope of this project. 

 
(a) 

 
(b) 

 

Figure 23: 3-phase deep voltage sag (0.1 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
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(a) 

 
(b) 

 

Figure 24: 3-phase deep voltage sag (0.1 (pu)), G=500W/m2. 
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(a) 

 
(b) 

 

Figure 25: 3-phase deep voltage sag (0.3 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
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(a) 

 
(b) 

 

Figure 26: 3-phase deep voltage sag (0.3 (pu)), G=500W/m2. 
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(a) 

 
(b) 

 

Figure 27: Deep voltage sag in phase 3 (0.1 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
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(a) 

 
(b) 

 

Figure 28: Deep voltage sag in phase 3 (0.1 (pu)), G=500W/m2. 
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Figure 29: Moderate voltage sag in phase 3 (0.5 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
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Figure 30: Moderate voltage sag in phase 3 (0.5 (pu)), G=500W/m2. 
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5.2 MSOGI-FLL as the synchronization algorithm 
 
As said before, when the nominal frequency of the 3-phase utility grid voltages varies, the conven-
tional synchronization algorithms are not valid anymore because there will be a degradation of the 
power factor of the grid-connected inverter. So, a more sophisticated structure with adaptive reso-
nant filters is mandatory. In Figure 31 (a) the block diagram of the Multiple Second-Order General-
ized Integrators Frequency-Locked Loop (MSOGI-FLL) synchronization algorithm is shown [19] 
where multiple adaptive filters named DSOGI-QSGi (i is the harmonic to be detected) are placed in 
parallel, and the FLL block computes the actual fundamental frequency of the 3-phase utility grid 
voltages. In addition, the PNSC computes the positive- and negative- sequences of the fundamental 
frequency and the harmonics of the 3-phase voltages. Gain K deals with the dynamics and stability, 
and the FLL gain is normalized to linearize its response [3,19]. In Figure 31 (b) the block diagram of 
a grid-connected PV Generator using the PR controller for the 3-phase line currents with LVRT ca-
pability and adaptive frequency operation is shown. It can be seen in the latter how the measured 
frequency at the output of the MSOGI-FLL synchronization algorithm is feedback to the PR control-
lers in α-β axes in order to tune its resonant filters. 
 

 
(a) 

 
(b) 

 

Figure 31: (a) Block diagram of the MSOGI-FLL as the synchronization algorithm. 
    (b) Block diagram of a grid-connected PV Generator using the PR controller for the 3-phase line 

currents with LVRT capability and adaptive frequency operation. 
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Following, some test are depicted to show the operation of the 3-phase grid-connected PV system 
under the frequency variation of the 3-phase utility grid voltages and with LVRT capability. Firstly, 
the tests for a nominal frequency of 50Hz are shown and, secondly, the same situation is depicted 
for a nominal frequency of 60Hz. 
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 Low Voltage Ride Through with Frequency Variation. Feedback of the measured fre-
quency to the PR controllers 

5.2.1.1 Experiment 8. 50Hz 

 
(a) 

 
(b) 

 

Figure 32: 3-phase deep voltage sag (0.1 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
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Figure 33: 3-phase deep voltage sag (0.3 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
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Figure 34: Deep voltage sag in phase 3 (0.1 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
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Figure 35: Moderate voltage sag in phase 3 (0.5 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
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5.2.1.2 Experiment 9. 60Hz 

 
(a) 

 
(b) 

 

Figure 36: 3-phase deep voltage sag (0.1 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
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Figure 37: 3-phase deep voltage sag (0.3 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
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Figure 38: Deep voltage sag in phase 3(0.1 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
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Figure 39: Moderate voltage sag in phase 3(0.5 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
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As a conclusion of the Project it must be said that the CHIL Simulation technique was successfully 
implemented for the 3-phase PV grid-connected system using the PLECS RT Box 1 as the Power 
Subsystem and the TMS320F28379D Dual-Core Delfino Microcontroller as the Control Subsystem. 
Several tests were carried out in order to validate the control algorithms tested only with SIMULINK 
models before its implementation in this project. 
 
Specifically, the LVRT capability was tested when several voltage sags were imposed to the 3-phase 
utility grid voltages. When faults occur the DC bus voltage increases to look for the new available 
active power in the PV system without exceeding the limits of the output inverter currents and inject-
ing reactive power in order to improve the profile of the utility grid voltages; after the voltage sag, the 
DC voltage decreases until the MPP is attained, meanwhile the reactive power is set to zero for unity 
power factor operation. 
 
The influence of the variation of the nominal frequency was also tested in two situations: for the 
conventional Positive Sequence Detector + synchronous reference frame PLL and with the enhance 
MSOGI-FLL algorithm. The latter guarantees the unity power factor operation due to its adaptive 
resonant filter when the nominal frequency of the 3-phase utility grid voltages varies. 
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6 Open Issues and Suggestions for Improvements 
 
It is worth noting that during the stay at the SmartEST Lab, the user group realized that the PLECS 
RT Box 1 is limited in its hardware resources, mainly in the sample time of the Power Subsystem. 
With a sample time of around 5μs and the model of the PV Generator, a 3-phase inverter, the L filter 
and the 3-phase utility grid voltages with harmonics, together with the input/output signal interfaces 
to the Control subsystem, the use of the hardware resources was around 75%. So, the implementa-
tion of a more complex plant with several Distributed Energy Resources (DER) would be impossible 
if PLECS RT Box1 were used. Then, a more powerful RTDS with more hardware resources and 
smaller sample times, i.e. using FPGA devices, might be employed if the testing of a DG system is 
needed. On the contrary, no restrictions arose with the use of the TMS320F28379D Dual-Core 
Delfino Microcontroller as the Control Subsystem in which the control algorithms were tested. 
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7 Dissemination Planning 
 
It is the intention of User Group to write at least two papers with the expected results in this project 
in order to possibly published them in one of the following, among others, scientific journals and/or 
conferences. 
 
Journals: 
 

 IEEE Transactions on Industry Applications 
 IEEE Transactions on Industrial Informatics 
 ELSEVIER Electric Power Systems Research  
 ELSEVIER Energy Conversion and Management 
 ELSEVIER International Journal of Electrical Power & Energy Systems 

 
Conferences: 
 

 IEEE International Power Electronics and Motion Control Conference (PEMC) 
 IEEE International Symposium on Industrial Electronics 
 Seminario Anual de Automática, Electrónica Industrial e Instrumentación (SAAEI), Spain 
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9 Annex 
 
9.1 List of Figures 
 
Figure 1: Block diagram of the Power and Control Subsystems for a 3-phase grid-connected system. 
Figure 2: Block diagram of the proposed CHIL Simulation test setup. 
Figure 3: Block diagram of a grid-connected PV Generator using the dq control strategy for the 3-

phase line currents and with LVRT capability. 
Figure 4: Block diagram of a grid-connected PV Generator using the PR controller for the 3-phase 

line currents and with LVRT capability. 
Figure 5: Photo of the setup for the tests carried out using the CHIL Simulation Technique. 
Figure 6: Block diagram of the implemented CHIL Simulation test setup. 
Figure 7: Block diagram of the PSD+dq PLL. 
Figure 8: Time evolution of the grid voltages, grid currents, commutation of the 3-phase upper power 

switches of the inverter, dc bus voltage, instantaneous active (P) and reactive (Q) powers. 
Figure 9: Time evolution of the grid voltages, grid currents, commutation, dc bus voltage, instanta-

neous active (P) and reactive (Q) powers. No positive sequence detector (PSD) is used. 
Figure 10: Time evolution of the grid voltages, grid currents, commutation, dc bus voltage, instanta-

neous active (P) and reactive (Q) powers. A positive sequence detector (PSD) is used. 
Figure 11: Time evolution of the grid voltages, grid currents, commutation, dc bus voltage, dc current, 

in-stantaneous active (P) and reactive (Q) powers. 
Figure 12: Time evolution of the grid voltages, grid currents, commutation, dc bus voltage, dc current, 

in-stantaneous active (P) power. 
Figure 13 (a): LVRT requirements according to IEC 61400-21. 
Figure 13 (b): Reactive power to be injected into the grid during voltage sags in Spain. 
Figure 14: Flowchart of the LVRT algorithm. 
Figure 15: PV curve for MPP and non-MPP. 
Figure 16: 3-phase deep voltage sag (0.1 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
Figure 17: 3-phase deep voltage sag (0.1 (pu)), G=500W/m2. 
Figure 18: 3-phase deep voltage sag (0.3 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
Figure 19: 3-phase deep voltage sag (0.3 (pu)), G=500W/m2. 
Figure 20: Deep voltage sag in phase 3 (0.1 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
Figure 21: Deep voltage sag in phase 3 (0.1 (pu)), G=750W/m2.  
Figure 22: Moderate voltage sag in phase 3 (0.5 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
Figure 23: 3-phase deep voltage sag (0.1 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
Figure 24: 3-phase deep voltage sag (0.1 (pu)), G=500W/m2. 
Figure 25: 3-phase deep voltage sag (0.3 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
Figure 26: 3-phase deep voltage sag (0.3 (pu)), G=500W/m2. 
Figure 27: Deep voltage sag in phase 3 (0.1 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
Figure 28: Deep voltage sag in phase 3 (0.1 (pu)), G=500W/m2. 
Figure 29: Moderate voltage sag in phase 3 (0.5 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
Figure 30: Moderate voltage sag in phase 3 (0.5 (pu)), G=500W/m2. 
Figure 31 (a): Block diagram of the MSOGI-FLL as the synchronization algorithm.  
Figure 31 (b): Block diagram of a grid-connected PV Generator using the PR controller for the 3-

phase line currents with LVRT capability and adaptive frequency operation. 
Figure 32: 3-phase deep voltage sag (0.1 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
Figure 33: 3-phase deep voltage sag (0.3 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
Figure 34: Deep voltage sag in phase 3 (0.1 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
Figure 35: Moderate voltage sag in phase 3 (0.5 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
Figure 36: 3-phase deep voltage sag (0.1 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
Figure 37: 3-phase deep voltage sag (0.3 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
Figure 38: Deep voltage sag in phase 3(0.1 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
Figure 39: Moderate voltage sag in phase 3(0.5 (pu)), G=1000W/m2. 
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